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Ranunculus ailaoshanicus W. T. Wang, a new species of 
Ranunculaceae from Yunnan, China 
WANG Wen-Tsai 


(State Key Laboratory of Systematic and Evolutionary Botany, Institute of Botany, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Beijing 100093, China) 


Abstract Ranunculus ailaoshanicus W. T. Wang, a new species of the Ranunculaceae from 
Yunnan, China, is described and illustrated. This species in habit shows striking resemblance 
to Ranunculus dongrergensis Hand.-Mazz., and differs from the latter in its lower leafless 
scapes, smaller flowers, and smaller, oblong-elliptic petals with obscure nerves. In R. 
dongrergensis, the stems are 5—15 cm tall and bear cauline leaves, the flowers are larger, 
1-1.8 cm in diam., and the petals are larger, obovate in outline, 4-9 mm long, 2.2-7 mm 
broad, and nervose. 

Key words Ranunculus, Ranunculus ailaoshanicus, Ranunculaceae, new species, Yunnan, 
China. 
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Ranunculus ailaoshanicus W. T. Wang (sect. Ranunculus), sp. nov. Fig. 1 

Habitu species nova haec est simillima R. dongrergensi Hand.-Mazz., qui caulibus 5-15 
cm altis foliatis, foliis omnibus basalibus, floribus majoribus 1-1.8 cm in diam., petalis 
majoribus obovatis 4—9 mm longis 2.2-7 mm latis nervosis facile differt. 

Herba perennis parva, radice fibrosa. Scapi singuli vel bini, 1-5 cm alti, superne vel 
prope apicem adpresse puberuli. Folia simplicia, 8-20 omnia basalia, longe petiolata; laminae 
herbaceae, reniformes vel late ovatae, 0.6—1.7 cm longae, 0.8—2 cm latae, apice rotundatae vel 
obtusae, basi cordatae, subcordatae vel subtruncatae, margine integrae, vulgo 5-lobulatae, 
lobulis apice rotundatae vel obtusae, utrinque glabrae, nervis basalibus (3—)5 inconspicuis; 
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[] 1 0 A, B, OO0;¢,00:;D, >E,O0;R 000 ¢ 0 386 ) 
Fig. 1. Ranunculus ailaoshanicus W. T. Wang. A, B, habit; C, sepal; D, petal; E, stamen; F, carpel. Drawn by Y. B. Sun 
from G. P. Yang 386. 








































































































petioli 0.8—4.4 cm longi, basi levissime dilatati, interdum angustissime vaginati, glabri, raro ad 
marginem vaginae sparse longe ciliati. Flos ad apicem scapi solitarius, 7-9 mm in diam.; 
receptaculum glabrum; sepala 5, persistentia (?), oblonga, circ. 3.5 mm longa, 1.8 mm lata, 
apice truncato-rotundata, glabra, trinervia; petala 5, caduca, lutea, oblongo-obovata, circ. 3.8 
mm longa, 2.5 mm lata, apice rotundata, glabra, nervis obscuris, foveolis nectariferis minutis; 
stamina circ. 10, 1.8—3.2 mm longa, glabra, filamentis linearibus 0.6—1.6 mm longis, antheris 
late oblongis vel oblongo-ovatis 0.8-1 mm longis; carpella circ. 12, 1.5 mm longa, glabra, 
stylis subulatis circ. 0.7 mm longis post anthesin leviter elongatis et apice paulo hamatis. 
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2400 m, flowers yellow, 2004-03-21, G P. Yang ([] [] [] ) 386 (holotype, PE; isotype, PE). 
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